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1
COLLABORATIVE USE AND MANAGEMENT
OF MODULAR APPLICATIONS

BACKGROUND

Cloud computing services allow users to create, edit, share,
and collaborate on files that are stored on the cloud computing
service. Users connect to the cloud computing service over a
remote network such as the Internet. Files that may be stored
on the cloud computing service include word processing
documents, spreadsheets, presentations, images, audio files,
video files, and many other types of documents and files. The
cloud computing service also provides document editing
applications for displaying and editing certain files. These
applications are sent from the cloud computing service to a
client computer and displayed on a web browser executing
the client computer. For example, a cloud computing service
may send to a client computer a document editing application
for displaying and editing word processing documents stored
onthe cloud computing service. For collaborative documents,
the cloud computing service sends the application to each
collaborator so that they can view and edit the document at the
same time.

The cloud computing service may allow users to install
various add-on applications that increase the functionality of
the document editing applications. These add-on applica-
tions, or modular applications, are designed to work in con-
junction with the document editing applications. For
example, a modular application may allow a user to create
special types of charts in a spreadsheet document that cannot
normally be created with the document editing application.
However, the use of modular applications in collaborative
documents is complicated. If one collaborator installs a
modular application and uses it in a collaborative document,
the other collaborators would also have to install the modular
application to use it in the document as well. Also, installation
of'a modular application is tied to a particular device. A user
has to install the modular application on each device that the
user may use to edit the collaborative document.

SUMMARY

The systems and methods described herein provide ways to
easily use and share modular applications between collabo-
rators of a collaborative document stored on a cloud comput-
ing service. The modular applications are stored and executed
on the cloud computing service rather than the client com-
puter, which allows users to access and run the modular
application from any device and allows the modular applica-
tions to be shared easily with collaborators. A cloud comput-
ing service stores a number of collaborative documents and a
number of modular applications that may be used within the
collaborative documents. The cloud computing service
receives a request from a collaborator to activate the use of'a
modular application within a collaborative document. The
cloud computing service activates the use of the modular
application within the collaborative document, where the
modular application executes on the cloud computing service
and each collaborator of the collaborative document may use
the modular application within the collaborative document.
The cloud computing service allows all collaborators with
requisite permission to activate or deactivate modular appli-
cations within the collaborative document that are shared by
any one collaborator. In addition, the cloud computing ser-
vice also allows a user to activate the modular application for
use in all documents stored on the cloud computing service
and owned by the user.
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One aspect described herein discloses a method for pro-
viding applications for use within collaborative documents,
the method including storing, on a cloud computing service,
a collaborative document accessible by a plurality of collabo-
rators, and storing on the cloud computing service a plurality
of modular applications for a document editing application
used by the plurality of collaborators to view the collaborative
document, where the plurality of modular applications are
usable within the collaborative document. The method fur-
ther includes receiving a request from a first collaborator in
the plurality of collaborators to activate the use of a first
modular application in the plurality of modular applications
within the collaborative document, and activating the use of
the first modular application within the collaborative docu-
ment, where the first modular application executes on the
cloud computing service and each of the plurality of collabo-
rators may use the first modular application within the col-
laborative document.

Another aspect described herein discloses an apparatus for
providing applications for use within collaborative docu-
ments. The apparatus includes a server configured to commu-
nicate with a plurality of client computers, store a collabora-
tive document accessible by a plurality of client computers,
and store a plurality of modular applications for a document
editing application that displays the collaborative document
on each of the plurality of client computers, where the plu-
rality of modular applications are usable within the collabo-
rative document. The server is further configured to receive a
request from a first client computer in the plurality of client
computers to activate the use of a first modular application in
the plurality of modular applications within the collaborative
document, and activate the use of the first modular application
within the collaborative document, where the first modular
application executes on the server and users on each of the
plurality of client computers may use the first modular appli-
cation within the collaborative document.

Another aspect described herein discloses a user interface
displayed on a client computer for providing applications for
use within collaborative documents. The user interface
includes an editing window for displaying a collaborative
document stored on a cloud computing service, and an appli-
cation menu displaying a plurality of modular applications
stored on the cloud computing service, where when a first
modular application in the plurality of modular applications
is activated by a user the first modular application executes on
the cloud computing service, and the user and each of a
plurality of collaborators may use the first modular applica-
tion within the collaborative document.

Another aspect described herein discloses a system for
providing applications for use within collaborative docu-
ments, the system including a plurality of client computers
and a server. The server is configured to communicate with
the plurality of client computers, store a collaborative docu-
ment accessible by a plurality of client computers, and store a
plurality of modular applications for a document editing
application that displays the collaborative document on each
of the plurality of client computers, where the plurality of
modular applications are usable within the collaborative
document. The server is further configured to receive a
request from a first client computer in the plurality of client
computers to activate the use of a first modular application in
the plurality of modular applications within the collaborative
document, and activate the use of the first modular application
within the collaborative document, where the first modular
application executes on the server and users on each of the
plurality of client computers may use the first modular appli-
cation within the collaborative document.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The methods and systems may be better understood from
the following illustrative description with reference to the
following drawings in which:

FIG. 1 shows a number of client computers in communi-
cation with a cloud computing service in accordance with an
implementation as described herein;

FIG. 2 shows the components of a cloud computing service
in communication with a client computer in accordance with
an implementation as described herein;

FIG. 3 shows a user interface for sharing modular applica-
tions in a collaborative document stored on a cloud comput-
ing service in accordance with an implementation as
described herein;

FIG. 4 shows another user interface for sharing modular
applications in a collaborative document stored on a cloud
computing service in accordance with an implementation as
described herein;

FIG. 5 shows another user interface for sharing modular
applications in a collaborative document stored on a cloud
computing service in accordance with an implementation as
described herein; and

FIG. 6 shows a method for providing applications for use
within collaborative documents in accordance with an imple-
mentation as described herein.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

To provide an overall understanding of the systems and
methods described herein, certain illustrative embodiments
will now be described. However, it will be understood that the
systems and methods described herein may be adapted and
modified as is appropriate for the application being addressed
and that the systems and methods described herein may be
employed in other suitable applications, and that such other
additions and modifications will not depart from the scope
thereof. In particular, a server, service, or system as used in
this description may be a single computing device or multiple
computing devices working collectively and in which the
storage of data and the execution of functions are spread out
among the various computing devices.

Aspects of the systems and methods described herein relate
to sharing modular applications between collaborators of a
collaborative document stored on a cloud computing service.
A cloud computing service stores a number of collaborative
documents, each of which may be viewed and edited by
multiple collaborators at the same time. The cloud computing
service provides a document editing application to each col-
laborator, the document editing application executing as a
stand-alone application or executing on a web browser on
each collaborator’s client computer. The cloud computing
service also stores a number of modular applications that add
functionality to the document editing application. A collabo-
rator may browse and search for modular applications, and
choose to activate a modular application within a collabora-
tive document. When a modular application is activated, the
modular application is executed on the cloud computing ser-
vice and displayed to each collaborator. Each collaborator of
the collaborative document may use the modular application
within the collaborative document, regardless on who ini-
tially activated it. The cloud computing service allows all
collaborators to activate or deactivate modular applications
within the collaborative document that shared by any one
collaborator. The cloud computing service also allows a user
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4

to activate the modular application for use in all or a select
number of documents stored on the cloud computing service
and accessible to the user.

First, a network system in which a number of client com-
puters may connect to a server is described. FIG. 1 shows a
network system 100 that includes cloud computing service
102 and a number of client computers 104a through 1044.
Cloud computing service 102 may include one or more com-
puting devices that collectively provide online content and
services for a number of client computers. Cloud computing
service stores a number of files 106 accessible by client com-
puters 104a-104d. The files may include word processing
documents, spreadsheets, presentations, images, audio files,
video files, or any other files of various open or proprietary
file types. Users may create, edit, copy, share, and delete files
stored on the cloud computing service. Client computers
104a-104d may include desktop computers, laptop comput-
ers, tablets, smart phones, mobile electronic devices, or any
other device that may connect to cloud computing service
102. System 100 may include many additional client comput-
ers not pictured in FIG. 1. The network connection between
the client computers 104a-104d and cloud computing service
102 in network system 100 may be facilitated through a local
area network, wide area network, Ethernet, fiber optic net-
work, or any other wired or wireless connection.

The components of a client computer and a cloud comput-
ing service in communication with each other are now
described in more detail. System 200 in FIG. 2 includes a
cloud computing service 202 in communication with a client
computer 218. Cloud computing service 202 includes a cen-
tral processing unit (CPU) 204, read-only memory (ROM)
206, random access memory (RAM) 208, communications
unit 210, data store 212, application store 214, and bus 216.
Server 202 may have additional components that are not
illustrated in FIG. 2. Bus 216 allows the various components
of server 202 to communicate with each other. Communica-
tions unit 210 allows server 202 to communicate with other
devices, such as client computer 218 and other client com-
puters. Data store 212 is used to store content accessible by a
user on client computer 218, such as documents and files
stored by users on cloud computing service 202. Application
store 214 stores modular applications that are designed for
use within the documents stored in data store 212. For
example, application store 214 may store modular applica-
tions that are used in conjunction with document editing
applications provided by cloud computing service 202 that
allows users to edit documents on client computer 218. The
modular applications are executed on cloud computing ser-
vice 202 rather than installed and executed on client computer
218.

Client computer 218 includes a CPU 226, ROM 222, RAM
224, input/output interface 220, and bus 228. Client computer
218 may have additional components that are not illustrated
in FIG. 2. Bus 228 allows the various components of client
computer 218 to communicate with each other. Input/output
interface 220 allows client computer 218 to communicate
with other devices, such as cloud computing service 202.
Input/output interface 220 also includes devices for taking in
user inputs and displaying outputs to a user, such as a key-
board, mouse, and display screen. CPU 226 executes various
programs and applications stored in memory on client com-
puter 218, such as a web browser. Web browsers are used,
among other things, to display content and services provided
by cloud computing service 202. Web browsers receive web
page documents encoded in HTML, CSS, Javascript, or other
web-compatible languages and interpret the language to
properly display the web page.
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Data store 212 for storing content on cloud computing
service 202, application store 214, a web browser executing
on client computer 218, and other data structures and soft-
ware programs in system 200 may be implemented using
non-transitory computer-readable media. Examples of suit-
able non-transitory computer-readable media include all
forms of non-volatile memory, media and memory devices,
including by way of example semiconductor memory
devices, e.g., EPROM, EEPROM, and flash memory devices;
magnetic disks, e.g., internal hard disks or removable disks;
magneto-optical disks; and read-only, once-writable, or
rewriteable optical disks (such as, e.g., CDROM, CDR,
CD+R, CDRW, CD+RW, DVDROM, DVDR, DVD+R,
DVDRW, and DVD+RW).

A cloud computing service stores documents accessible to
a number of users. Each user can view, edit, and share the
document with other users. A collaborative document is a
document stored on a cloud computing service that is acces-
sible to multiple users and may be edited by one or more users
at the same time. A cloud computing service provides a plat-
form for collaborators to work on collaborative documents.
The cloud computing service provides document editing
applications for viewing and editing documents stored on the
cloud computing service. The document editing applications
are sent from the cloud computing service to a client com-
puter and run on a web browser or as a stand-alone applica-
tion. The document editing applications include a user inter-
face for displaying and editing the document. For example, if
auser opens a word processing document stored on the cloud
computing service, the cloud computing service sends a word
processing document application to the web browser of the
client computer. The word processing document application
displays a user interface on the web browser for the user to
view and edit the word processing document. The word pro-
cessing document application may be implemented in
HTML, Javascript, or any other browser-compatible lan-
guage. Alternatively, the document editing application may
be a stand-alone application that executes on the client com-
puter, for example an “app” for a mobile device.

The cloud computing service may also store modular
applications that work in conjunction with document editing
applications and increase their functionality. These modular
applications are provided by the cloud computing service and
any user may install the modular applications and use them
with and in documents stored on the cloud computing service.
Examples of modular applications for use in conjunction with
cloud-based document editing applications include mail
merging applications, bibliography applications, chart and
graph applications, plagiarism detection applications, docu-
ment signature applications, facsimile applications, and
applications that retrieve information from the Internet to
display within the document. When activated within a docu-
ment editing application, some modular applications may
alter the user interface of the document editing application to
provide added functionality, while other modular applica-
tions may execute certain computations or routines to display
a result, while yet others may operate in the background and
do not produce a visual change in the display of the document
or document editing application. The modular applications
may be developed by the cloud computing service or by
third-party developers. The cloud computing service may
provide an online web page or in-product gallery where users
can browse, search, and install the modular applications. The
user interface of the document editing applications also pro-
vides menu options to browse, search, and install modular
applications. The modular applications may be provided for
free, or some of them may be available for a fee.
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Modular applications are normally installed on a client
computer and may only be used on that particular device. If a
user accesses the cloud computing service from another
device, the user cannot use the modular application unless the
user installs the modular application on the new device as
well. In addition, when a collaborator of a collaborative docu-
ment uses a modular application within a collaborative docu-
ment, the other collaborators have to first install the modular
application themselves before they can also take advantage of
the added functionality. This makes the use and sharing of
modular applications in a cloud computing service cumber-
some and inconvenient.

The present systems and methods provide a more conve-
nient way for users to use and share modular applications in a
cloud computing environment. Instead of having the modular
applications installed on the client computers, the execution
of the modular applications is retained on the cloud comput-
ing service and the results are displayed to the user on the
client computer. Thus a user may use the modular application
from any client computer connected to the cloud computing
service without first having to install the modular application
on that client computer. Also, because the modular applica-
tions run on the cloud computing service, other collaborators
may also use the modular applications without first having to
install the modular applications. In addition, a user may
choose to activate the modular application for use in certain
documents but not in other documents.

The modular applications may be developed by the cloud
computing service or by third-party developers and may be
written in Javascript or another browser compatible language.
For example, a modular application may be written as a script
in Javascript that communicates with the application pro-
gramming interface (API) of the document editing applica-
tion and provides additional functionality to the application.
The modular application may add additional user interface
elements to the display, such as menu options, tabs, or side-
bars. The cloud computing service initiates and executes a
modular application when it receives a request from a user to
activate the modular application within a collaborative docu-
ment. The modular application communicates with the docu-
ment editing application executing on the client computer to
display the results of the modular application. The user inter-
face displaying a collaborative document on the client com-
puter provides ways for users to activate or deactivate modu-
lar applications within collaborative documents, as well as to
search for additional modular applications to use within the
collaborative document. When a user activates a modular
application for use within the collaborative document, infor-
mation identifying the user and the modular application is
sent from the client computer to the cloud computing service
and stored in the document metadata of the collaborative
document. For example, each modular application has an
application ID and each user has a user ID that is stored by the
cloud computing service. Thus the document metadata stores
information about all the modular applications that have been
activated in a collaborative document, the collaborator who
initially activated it, and whether each modular application is
currently active or inactive within the document. The docu-
ment metadata may also store licensing information associ-
ated with any modular applications that have been activated
within the document. For example, modular applications that
can only be used with a fee may have licensing restrictions
associated with them. Information about activated modular
applications may also be stored in the user metadata. The
cloud computing service maintains the document and user
metadata to track the activation status of modular applications
for all documents and all users.
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When a collaborator loads the document editing applica-
tion and the collaborative document onto their client com-
puter, the cloud computing service checks the document
metadata of the collaborative document to determine which
modular applications have been activated for the collabora-
tive document. The cloud computing service executes the
activated modular applications and incorporates the results
into the display of the document editing application and col-
laborative document on the collaborator’s client computer.
For example, if a modular application adds a new menu
option to the user interface of the document editing applica-
tion, the new menu option appears in the user interface dis-
played to the collaborator. In another example, if a modular
application inserts the current weather forecast within a col-
laborative document, the current weather forecast is inserted
into the collaborative document displayed to the collaborator.

FIG. 3 shows a user interface 300 for a document editing
application provided by a cloud computing service. The
document editing application and user interface 300 may be
implemented in Javascript, Java, HTML, CSS, or any other
browser-compatible language. The design and layout of user
interface 300 is not limited to what is illustrated in FIG. 3. The
cloud computing service sends the document editing appli-
cation to the client computer, where it may be executed as a
stand-alone application or executed within a web browser on
the client computer, where it displays user interface 300 so
that a user may view and edit collaborative document 304.
User interface 300 also includes a menu bar 302 for providing
various functions to the user, sorted into categories such as
“File” and “Edit”. For example, menu bar 302 may allow the
user to save or share the file, copy and paste items on collabo-
rative document 304, change the view of collaborative docu-
ment 304, format the text or other graphics in collaborative
document 304, and access help resources. Menu bar 302 may
also include an “Apps” application menu 306 for a user to
activate, deactivate, or search for modular applications to use
within collaborative document 304. Application menu 306
may be labeled differently than as shown in FIG. 3, for
example as “Tools”, and may include additional options not
shown in FIG. 3. Application menu 306 includes three modu-
lar applications available for use within collaborative docu-
ment 304: Label Maker application 308, Mail Merge appli-
cation 310, and Bibliography application 312. The check
marks for Label Maker application 308 and Bibliography
application 312 indicate that these applications are currently
activated for use within collaborative document 304. Mail
Merge application 310 is currently deactivated and not avail-
able for use within collaborative document 304. When a
modular application is inactive, any collaborator may reacti-
vate the use of the modular application. The modular appli-
cations displayed in menu 306 includes modular applications
that the user has installed and active applications used by
other collaborators of collaborative document 304. Menu 306
may also display all modular applications owned by collabo-
rators, whether active or not. Alternatively, menu 306 may
display modular applications owned by collaborators that are
currently or had been active within collaborative document
304, but not modular applications owned by collaborators
that have never been activated within collaborative document
304.

When a user selects a modular application shown in appli-
cation menu 306, the selection acts as a toggle for the activa-
tion or deactivation of the modular application within col-
laborative document 304. For example, if a user selected
Label Maker application 308, the application would be deac-
tivated within collaborative document 304 and the check
mark beside the name of the application would disappear.
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Any user interface elements or content that Label Maker
application 308 added to collaborative document 304 would
disappear from view. Conversely, if a user selected Mail
Merger application 310, the application would be activated
for use within collaborative document 304 and a check mark
would appear beside the name of the application. Any user
interface elements or content that Mail Merge application 310
adds to collaborative document 304 would appear on the
display screen. Any collaborator that has access to collabo-
rative document 304 may view, activate, or deactivate the
modular applications listed in application menu 306, regard-
less of whether that collaborator was the one that initially
activated the modular application within the document. For
example, one collaborator may have activated Label Maker
application 308 for use in collaborative document 304 and
another collaborator may choose to deactivate it. This allows
each collaborator to control all modular applications that
other collaborators have activated within the document.
When a user chooses to use a modular application activated
by a collaborator for the first time, user interface 300 may
display a screen requesting consent from the user to allow the
modular application permission to certain user data. The
document metadata stores an access control list which deter-
mines the access permissions of each collaborator, such as
“view”, “comment, “edit”, and “owner”. In some instances,
the activation or deactivation of modular applications may be
restricted to collaborators with certain access permissions,
such as owner or editor.

Application menu 306 also includes a “More Apps™ option
314 for searching or browsing for modular applications to use
within collaborative document 304. When a user selects
option 314, user interface 300 presents another interface for a
user to browse and search for modular applications. FIG. 4
shows user interface 400 that is displayed by the document
editing application when a user selects the “More Apps”
option 314 in FIG. 3. An application browsing window 402
appears on top of the display of the collaborative document.
Application browsing window 402 may overlay the display of
the collaborative document or may be displayed in a separate
window. Application browsing window 402 may be imple-
mented in Javascript or any other browser compatible lan-
guage. The design and layout of application browsing win-
dow 402 is not limited to what is shown in FIG. 4. Application
browsing window 402 includes one or more drop-down
menus such as drop-down menu 404 for sorting and filtering
available modular applications provided by the cloud com-
puting service. For example, modular applications may be
filtered based on category, identity of developer, rating, the
date of release, or which document editing applications the
modular applications may work with. Application browsing
window 402 also includes one or more search fields 406 for
users to search for particular modular applications. Applica-
tion browsing window 402 may also include a link 408 to
manage modular applications that the user has activated.

Application browsing window 402 also displays icons for
one or more modular applications stored on the cloud com-
puting service and available for use within the collaborative
document. The displayed modular applications may be based
on selections made by the user in drop-down menu 404 or
searches the user has entered in search field 406. FIG. 4 shows
icons for four modular applications: Label Maker application
410, Mail Merge application 412, Bibliography application
414, and Screenshots application 416. Check marks are
shown on icons for Label Maker application 410 and Bibli-
ography application 414 to indicate that the user has already
activated that application in one or more collaborative docu-
ments stored by the cloud computing service. The icons for
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modular applications that the user already has activated
within one or more documents may include a “Manage”
button for managing the use of the modular applications. The
“Manage” button is discussed in further detail in relation to
FIG. 5. For modular applications that the user has never
activated before, a “Use” button may appear on the icon of the
application. When the “Use” button is highlighted or selected
by the user, sub-menu 418 may appear. Sub-menu 418 gives
the user the option to either use the modular application only
in the current collaborative document that the user is viewing
(represented by the option “This document™), or to use the
modular application in all documents owned by the user
(represented by the option “All your documents™). The sec-
ond option activates the modular application in documents
owned by the user, as opposed to documents accessible to the
user that are owned by a collaborator and shared with the user.
This allows users to selectively choose which documents the
modular application may run on. For example, if a user has
access to two collaborative documents, each with a different
group of collaborators, a user may want one group to use a
particular modular application but may not want the other
group to use the modular application. When a user chooses to
“use” or activate the modular application, application brows-
ing window 402 may display a confirmation screen confirm-
ing that the modular application is activated, and may also
present a warning screen to inform the users of possible
access permissions that the modular application has over the
user’s cloud computing account.

When a user selects the “Manage your applications” link
408 in application browsing window 402, the document edit-
ing application displays another window for managing modu-
lar applications that the user has already activated in one or
more documents. FIG. 4 shows a user interface 500 that is
displayed by the document editing application when a user
selects the “Manage your applications” link 408 in FIG. 4. An
application manager window 502 appears on top of the dis-
play of the collaborative document. Application manager
window 502 may overlay the display of the collaborative
document or may be displayed in a separate window. Appli-
cation manager window 502 may be implemented in Javas-
cript or any other browser compatible language. The design
and layout of application manager window 502 is not limited
to what is shown in FIG. 5. Application manager window 502
includes icons representing modular applications that the user
has activated in one or more documents stored on the cloud
computing service that are accessible to the user. For
example, Label Maker application 504 and Bibliography
application 506 are displayed in application manager window
502, but Mail Merge application 412 and Screenshots appli-
cation 416 shown in FIG. 4 do not appear in application
manager window 502 because the user has never activated the
modular applications before.

Each modular application icon in application manager
window 502 includes a “Manage” button that, when high-
lighted or selected by a user, shows a menu 508 for managing
the modular application. Menu 508 may include, among other
things, options to use a modular application in a particular
document or to use the modular application in all documents
owned by the user. The current option selected may be indi-
cated with a check mark. Menu 508 may include options to
rate the modular application, options to adjust settings on the
modular application, options to obtain help resources for the
modular application, and other options not illustrated in FIG.
5.

FIGS. 3-5 show that a user viewing a collaborative docu-
ment on a client computer may access and manage modular
applications through the user interface provided by the cloud
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computing service. However, the cloud computing service
may also provide an independent web page that allows users
to browse and search for modular applications provided by
the cloud computing service. This web page may be an online
“store” or other type of software retail web page that users
navigate. When a user chooses to activate a modular applica-
tion through a web page, the web page may request that the
user present their log-in credentials for the cloud computing
service. This allows the cloud computing service to associate
the modular application with the user and update the relevant
metadata.

A user may also choose to “uninstall” a modular applica-
tion that the user has previously activated in one or more
documents stored on the cloud computing service. This is not
a true uninstall because the modular application was never
installed on any of the user’s client computers. If the user
never activated the modular application in any documents that
collaborators could access, then the modular application is
removed from the display of application menu 306 shown in
FIG. 3. That is, the user will no longer have the option to
activate or deactivate the modular application in any of the
user’s documents. If the user has activated the modular appli-
cation in a collaborative document, the modular application
may also be removed from the display of application menu
306 shown in FIG. 3, or may remain in display so that col-
laborators can opt to reactivate it. Any other collaborator that
has independently activated the modular application may
reactivate the modular application within the collaborative
document.

Methods are now discussed for providing collaborators the
ability to use and share modular applications within collabo-
rative documents stored on a cloud computing service. FIG. 6
illustrates a method 600 for providing applications for use
within collaborative documents. Method 600 includes stor-
ing, on a cloud computing service, a collaborative document
accessible by a plurality of collaborators and storing on the
cloud computing service a plurality of modular applications
for a document editing application used by the plurality of
collaborators to view the collaborative document, where the
plurality of modular applications are usable within the col-
laborative document. The method further includes receiving a
request from a first collaborator in the plurality of collabora-
tors to activate the use of a first modular application in the
plurality of modular applications within the collaborative
document, and activating the use of the first modular appli-
cation within the collaborative document, where the first
modular application executes on the cloud computing service
and each of the plurality of collaborators may use the first
modular application within the collaborative document.
Method 600 may be performed on one or more servers that
collectively provide a cloud computing service, such as cloud
computing service 102 in FIG. 1 or cloud computing service
202 in FIG. 2.

Method 600 begins when a cloud computing service stores
a collaborative document accessible by a plurality of collabo-
rators, shown at 602. The collaborative document may be a
word processing document, spreadsheet, presentation, or any
other document that may be edited by multiple users at the
same time. When a collaborator on a client computer requests
access to the collaborative document, the cloud computing
service authenticates the collaborator and sends a copy of the
collaborative document and a document editing application
to run on the client computer, either as a stand-alone applica-
tion or within a web browser of the client computer. The
document editing application includes a user interface for the
collaborator to view and edit the collaborative document. The
cloud computing service manages any changes made to the
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collaborative document by the collaborator and propagates
those changes to any other collaborators who are concur-
rently viewing the document. The collaborative document
may have an access control list stored in its metadata that
stores which collaborators have access to the document and
their level of access (view, comment, write, edit, owner, etc.).

The cloud computing service also stores a plurality of
modular applications for a document editing application used
by the plurality of collaborators to view the collaborative
document, where the plurality of modular applications are
usable within the collaborative document, shown at 604.
These modular applications are designed to work in conjunc-
tion with the document editing application to add more func-
tionality to the document editing application. Examples of
modular applications for use within the collaborative docu-
ment include mail merging applications, bibliography appli-
cations, chart and graph applications, plagiarism detection
applications, document signature applications, facsimile
applications, and applications that retrieve information from
the Internet to display within the document. The modular
applications may be written in Javascript and use the API of
the document editing application to add functionality and
additional user interface elements. The modular applications
may be developed by the cloud computing service or by
third-party developers. The modular applications are avail-
able for any user to use within a document stored on the cloud
computing service, and may be free or available for a fee. The
user interface of the document editing application has menu
options for collaborators to activate, deactivate, search, and
browse for the modular applications, such as user interface
300 in FIG. 3. The cloud computing service may also provide
an independent web page for users to browse and search for
the modular applications.

The cloud computing service receives a request from a
collaborator of the collaborative document to activate the use
of'a modular application within the collaborative document,
shown at 606. The request may be generated from a user
action on the user interface of the document editing applica-
tion. For example, the user interface may have an application
menu that displays one or more modular applications that
may be activated within the collaborative document, or a
menu option to browse for modular applications and activate
modular applications within the collaborative document.
FIGS. 3 and 4 show user interfaces capable of allowing col-
laborators to request activation of a modular application. The
document editing application receives the user input and
sends a request to the cloud computing service to activate the
modular application in the collaborative document. The
request may include the application ID, the ID ofthe collabo-
rator making the request, and the document ID.

After the cloud computing service receives the request to
activate the modular application, the cloud computing service
activates the use of the modular application within the col-
laborative document, shown at 608. The cloud computing
service updates the document metadata with the application
1D of the modular application being activated and the ID of
the collaborator that made the request. The cloud computing
service updates the document editing application to display
the modular application in the application menu of the user
interface as an activated modular application. The cloud com-
puting service then initiates the execution of the modular
application on the cloud computing service. The user inter-
face on each collaborator’s client computers is updated with
the results of the execution of the modular application, such as
updates to user interface elements and content. An example
flow chart for the process of activating a modular application
is shown below:
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1. Receive request to activate modular application within
collaborative document from user on client computer.

2. Retrieve application ID and user ID from the request.

3. Add the application ID and user ID to the document
metadata of the collaborative document.

4. Add the activated modular application to the application
menu displayed on the client computer.

5. Execute the modular application on the cloud computing
service.

6. Send the results of the execution to the client computer
and any other collaborators that are concurrently editing
the collaborative document.

Thus the modular application is not installed and executed on
each client computer but rather is executed on the cloud
computing service and the results delivered to each client
computer for display. The user interface of the document
editing application executing on each client computer allows
any collaborator to activate or deactivate any modular appli-
cation that any other collaborator has added to the collabora-
tive document. Any collaborator may also add additional
modular applications to the collaborative documents. Also, a
collaborator may choose to activate the modular application
in a particular collaborative document or may activate the
modular application in all the documents owned by the col-
laborator on the cloud computing service. Thus, method 600
provides a way for collaborators of a collaborative document
to use and share modular applications within the collaborative
document.

It will be apparent that aspects of the systems and methods
described herein may be implemented in many different
forms of software, firmware, and hardware in the implemen-
tations illustrated in the drawings. The actual software code or
specialized control hardware used to implement aspects con-
sistent with the principles of the systems and method
described herein is not limiting. Thus, the operation and
behavior of the aspects of the systems and methods were
described without reference to the specific software code—it
being understood that one of ordinary skill in the art would be
able to design software and control hardware to implement
the aspects based on the description herein.

Similarly, while operations are depicted in the drawings in
a particular order, this should not be understood as requiring
that such operations be performed in the particular order
shown or in sequential order, or that all illustrated operations
be performed, to achieve desirable results. In certain circum-
stances, multitasking and parallel processing may be advan-
tageous.

What is claimed is:
1. A method for providing applications for use within col-
laborative documents, the method comprising:

storing, on a cloud computing service, a collaborative
document accessible by a plurality of collaborators;

storing on the cloud computing service a plurality of modu-
lar applications accessible from within the collaborative
document of a document editing application used by the
plurality of collaborators to view the collaborative docu-
ment, wherein the plurality of modular applications are
usable within the collaborative document;

receiving a request from a first collaborator in the plurality
of collaborators to activate the use of a first modular
application in the plurality of modular applications from
within the collaborative document wherein, the first col-
laborator uses a client computer to connect to the cloud
computing service and the document editing application
executes on the client computer and wherein, the request
to activate the first modular application is sent to the
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cloud computing service from the document editing
application upon a user-initiated action;

activating the use of the first modular application within the
collaborative document, wherein the first modular appli-
cation executes on the cloud computing service and each
of the plurality of collaborators may use the first modu-
lar application within the collaborative document
wherein, the first modular application communicates
with the collaborative document to increase the func-

tionality of the document editing application used to 10

access the collaborative document;

receiving a request from one of the plurality of collabora-
tors to deactivate the use of the first modular application
from within the collaborative document; and

deactivating the use of the first modular application within
the collaborative document, wherein each of the plural-
ity of collaborators may reactivate the use of the first
modular application from within the collaborative docu-
ment.

2. The method of claim 1, the method further comprising:

receiving a request from the first collaborator to activate the

use of the first modular application within a set of all
documents stored on the cloud computing service and
owned by the first collaborator; and

activating the use of the first modular application within the

set of all documents.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the first modular appli-
cation interacts with the document editing application
through an application programming interface.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein metadata of the collabo-
rative document stores information identifying the first
modular application and information identifying the first col-
laborator.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the request includes
information identifying the first modular application and
information identitying the first collaborator.

6. An apparatus for providing applications for use within
collaborative documents, the apparatus comprising:

a computer processor;

a server to:

communicate with a plurality of client computers;

store a collaborative document in memory accessible by
a plurality of client computers;

store a plurality of modular applications accessible from
within the collaborative document of a document
editing application that displays the collaborative
document on each of the plurality of client computers,
wherein the plurality of modular applications are
usable within the collaborative document;

receive a request from a first client computer in the
plurality of client computers to activate the use of a
first modular application in the plurality of modular
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applications from within the collaborative document
wherein, the first collaborator uses a client computer
to connect to the cloud computing service and the
document editing application executes on the client
computer and wherein, the request to activate the first
modular application is sent to the cloud computing
service from the document editing application upon a
user-initiated action;
activate the use of the first modular application within the
collaborative document, wherein the first modular appli-
cation executes on the server and users on each of the
plurality of client computers may use the first modular
application within the collaborative document wherein,
the first modular application communicates with the
collaborative document to increase the functionality of
the document editing application used to access the col-
laborative document;
receive a request from one of the plurality of collaborators
to deactivate the use of the first modular application
from within the collaborative document; and

deactivate the use of the first modular application within
the collaborative document, wherein each of the plural-
ity of collaborators may reactivate the use of the first
modular application from within the collaborative docu-
ment.

7. The apparatus of claim 6, the server further configured
to:

receive a request from the first client computer to activate

the use of the first modular application within a set of all
documents stored on the server and owned by the first
client computer; and

activate the use of the first modular application within the

set of all documents.

8. The apparatus of claim 6, the server further configured to
provide the document editing application to each of the plu-
rality of client computers to display the collaborative docu-
ment.

9. The apparatus of claim 8, wherein the document editing
application executes on each of the plurality of the client
computers.

10. The apparatus of claim 6, wherein the first modular
application interacts with the document editing application
through an application programming interface.

11. The apparatus of claim 6, wherein metadata of the
collaborative document stores information identifying the
first modular application and information identifying the first
collaborator.

12. The apparatus of claim 6, wherein the request includes
information identifying the first modular application and
information identifying the first collaborator.
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